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Peggy Caserta, founder of the famous Haight-Ashbury hippie boutique Mnasidika, and lover and girlfriend 
of Janis Joplin, was a Louisiana homecoming queen turned airsick stewardess who eventually landed in 
1960s San Francisco and set up shop. Her store was a hang-out for The Grateful Dead and Big Brother and 
the Holding Company; it was where Wes Wilson’s posters hung and Bill Graham sold concert tickets and 
Owsley’s LSD was enjoyed.

Caserta’s world of psychedelic peace, love, LSD, and rock kaleidoscoped into bereavement, heroin addiction, 
prison, and desperation. She was hated, betrayed, and self-exiled, and after 44 years has recovered, after returning
home to the Bayou to care for her mother with dementia. 

Now Caserta is giving a new generation an inside-look into a revolution—both countercultural and personal—in 
her new memoir. It’s the celebration of a transitional time in history, and an attempt at redemption.
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Hot Summer 2018 Release!

INCLUDES HISTORIC PHOTOS:
• Author on stage at Woodstock 
• Janis and her dog, George
• Grateful Dead in front of Mnasidika
• Grateful Dead inside Mnasidika 

COVER DESIGN BY WES WILSON,
FAMOUS 1960s POSTER DESIGNER AND TYPOGRAPHER 

THE STORY OF A GENERATION
THE EPI-CENTER OF HIPPIE: HAIGHT-ASHBURY, SAN FRANCISCO

FROM THE PSYCHEDELIC SIXTIES, LSD, ROCK-N-ROLL, AND HEROIN, 
TO PRISON BREAKS, RECOVERY & FAMILY

“Peggy Caserta is a wild child of her time.”

— DAVID DALTON
ROLLING STONE MAGAZINE, a founding editor

“It’s an amazing story...”
Dennis McNally

Author of A Long Strange Trip: The Inside History of the Grateful Dead and Desolate Angel: 
Jack Kerouac, the Beat Generation, and America 

“An unforgettable portrait of genius, grit, and demons.”
Ann Louise Bardach

PEN Award-winning journalist, author of  Cuba Confidential, Without Fidel and Vicki

“This memoir isn’t about apologies.”
Foreword Reviews

July/August 2018 Issue


